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Stocks to Watch: American Express Co (AXP) closed up 5.9% to $80.01 after the credit card company said

first-quarter revenue dropped 2% from last year to $7.9 billion. Net income fell to $1.21 billion or $1.34 per

share from $1.39 billion or $1.45 per share in previous year.

American Homes 4 Rent (AMH) jumped 1.5% to $23.61 in five days and the residential real estate firm is

offering six million shares to raise $150 million. Underwriters were given 30 optional days to buy additional

900,000 dividend shares.

Boeing Co (BA) gained 90 cents to $179.30 and the airplane manufacturer said Poland had ordered three

next-generation jets. The country of 38.53 million of population will use the aircraft to transport top Polish

politicians and bureaucrats.

The company’s newest version of 737-jet had a successful debut flight last week, and business plan is on

schedule for 2018 next model.

Control4 Corp (CTRL) rose 3.1% to $16.58 after the connected home company announced next new series

of power control devices. Two months ago the company acquired Triad Speakers, leader in high-end audio

technology and speaker design.

CSX Corp (CSX) surged 5.7% to $49.58 after the rail-based transportation services firm said first-quarter

sales jumped 10% from last year to $2.87 billion. The company will continue to “improve asset utilization

and achieve greater operational efficiency.”

Earnings increased to $362 million or 39 cents a share compared with $356 million or 37 cents a share in

year-ago quarter.

Great Ajax (AJX) added 12 cents to $13.20 after the mortgage company raised $76.25 million by pricing

convertible senior notes due 2024. Underwriters will have 30 additional days to purchase stock worth $11.25

million. The offering is expected to close on April 25.

KCG Holdings Inc (KCG) rallied 11.3% to $19.75 after the brokerage firm agreed to be acquired by global

securities exchange Virtu Financial  Inc (VIRT) in $1.4 billion cash deal,  expected to close during third

quarter 2017. Virtu shares closed up 10.03% at $16.45. 

In first quarter, KCG had 26.1% lower revenue at $255.4 million year-over-year. Net income came in at $3.2

million or five cents a share compared to $37.2 million or 41 cents a share in prior year.

McDonald’s Corp (MCD) shares gained 1.7% to $133.27 in five days after the fast-food restaurant chain

rolled out a social media marketing stunt with American actress and comedian Mindy Kaling. Kaling is

producer and director at Fox, Hulu, and NBC, born in Cambridge, MA to Hindu parents from India.

Sky Plc (SKYAY) edged up 2.4% to $50.21 in five days and the U.K.-based media and TV broadcasting

company extended its partnership with Time Warner Inc’s (TWX) HBO channel to develop and produce

high-end drama programming. 

The  $250-million  deal  comes  after  Sky  reported  lower  earnings  in  third  quarter  of  2017  because  of

somewhat weak advertising and higher costs. 



Steel Dynamics Inc (STLD) closed up 6.8% at $34.91 after steel and metal products maker said first-quarter

net sales jumped 40% from last year to $2.37 billion. Profit increased to $201 million or 82 cents a share

compared with $62.7 million or 26 cents a share a year earlier.

In  the  quarter,  Steel  Dynamics  raised  cash  dividend  by  11%.  The  company  accessed  numerous  new

customers and end markets thanks to market and product diversification. It completed “construction of a

$100 million paint line” so adding 250,000 tons of value-added painting capability.

Sun Life Financial Inc (SLF) eased 42 cents to $50.21 after the global insurance and asset management firm

is acquiring Premier Dental Group Inc, Minnesota-based provider of widespread dental services. The deal is

expected to close by end of the second quarter.

The company last  year acquired the U.S. employee benefits  business of Assurant Inc (AIZ),  a mid-cap

lifestyle and risk management firm, so establishing the nation’s second-largest dental network.

Western Digital Corp (WDC) edged up 1.9% to $84.41 as this data storage firm is in talks with Japanese

investors to jointly bid for the chip business of Toshiba Corp (TOSBF). The partners are Japanese state-

backed fund Innovation Network Corp of Japan and the Development Bank of Japan. 

Discounted Stocks: Acorda Therapeutics Inc (ACOR), AMC Entertainment Holdings Inc (AMC), Apptio

Inc (APTI), Bank of Hawaii Corp (BOH), Box Inc (BOX), British Petroleum Plc (BP), ChannelAdvisor

Corp (ECOM), Codorus Valley Bancorp Inc (CVLY), Cracker Barrel  Old Country Store Inc (CBRL),

Ecoark Holdings Inc (EARK), Electricité de France SA (ECIFY), Genesis Energy LP (GEL), Lakeland

Financial Corp (LKFN), Mechel PAO (MTL), SM Energy Co (SM), Tanger Factory Outlet Centers Inc

(SKT), Toyota Motor Corp (TM), Transocean Ltd (RIG), VanEck Vectors Russia (RSX), Vonage Holdings

Corp (VG), Western Gas Equity Partners LP (WGP) year to date to April 20. 

Rising  Stocks:  ABB  Ltd  (ABB),  Alcoa  Corp  (AA),  American  Funds  New  Economy  A (ANEFX),

American Homes 4 Rent (AMH), Caledonia Mining Corp Plc (CALVF), Control4 Corp (CTRL), CSX

Corp (CSX), Eaton Vance Tax-Managed Growth 1.1 C (ECTGX), eBay Inc (EBAY), Ecolab Inc (ECL),

Ecopetrol  SA (EC),  Eco  Science  Solutions  Inc  (ESSI),  ETFS  Physical  Palladium  (PALL),  Fidelity

Magellan (FMAGX), Five Below Inc (FIVE), Fomento Económico Mexicano, SAB (FMX), Gain Capital

Holdings Inc (GCAP), Glencore Plc (GLNCY), Globak X Li Battery Tech (LIT), Guggenheim Mid-Cap

Core (CZA), Illumina Inc (ILMN), Innoviva Inc (INVA), iPath S&P 500 VIX ST Futures ETN (VXX),

iShares Morningstar Mid-Cap (JKG), Kraft Heinz Co (KHC), Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT), Mastercard

Inc (MA), Nestlé  SA (NSRGY), Omega Healthcare Investors Inc (OHI),  O’Shares  FTSE US Quality

Dividend  (OUSA),  PPG  Industries  Inc  (PPG),  ResMed  Inc  (RMD),  Sempra  Energy  (SRE),  Schwab

Fundamental International Small Co (FNDC), Schwab International Small-Cap Equity (SCHC), Schwab

US Mid-Cap (SCHM), SPDR S&P International Small Cap (GWX), SS&C Technologies Holdings Inc

(SSNC), Ulta Beauty Inc (ULTA), Unilever Plc (UL), Visa Inc (V), Twilio (TWLO), Valspar Corp (VAL),

Vanguard  Mid-Cap  (VO),  Vanguard  Small-Cap  Growth  (VBK),  Walt  Disney Co  (DIS),  WisdomTree

International Small-Cap Dividend (DLS), WisdomTree International Mid-Cap Dividend (DIM), Zendesk

Inc (ZEN) year to date to April 20.

 


