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Markets: Sustainable global energy infrastructure spending turns index funds like First Trust Nasdaq Clean

Edge Smart Grid Infrastructure (GRID) a good long-term bet. This ETF aims to track the performance of

stocks in the global power infrastructure sector by investing in companies involved in electric grid, meters,

networks, energy storage and management, and grid software. GRID is up 21.2% to $41.55 over twelve

months, nearing a 52-week high of $43.79. 

Similar  bets  on utilities  and renewable  power sources  are  carried  out  by iShares  Global  Clean Energy

(ICLN), which edged down 5.7% to $8.53 in one year as a result of primarily overseas corporate exposure.

Meanwhile in technology sector, SPDR FactSet Innovative Technology (XITK) jumped 20.9% to $63.32 in

one year and SPDR S&P Semiconductor (XSD) is up 37.7% to $59.68 in the same period.

Guggenheim China Technology (CQQQ) advanced 22.8% to $41.11 in twelve months, Guggenheim S&P

500 Equity Weight Technology (RYT) moved up 30.1% to $120.05 and Global X Nasdaq China Technology

(QQQC) rose 9.8% to $23.02 over the same time.   

Stocks to Watch: NVIDIA Corp (NVDA) dropped 43 cents to $100.33 after video data designer announced

yet another brand-new graphics card targeted at gaming enthusiasts, known as the Titan Xp. The updated

game component sells for $1,200, its memory running at 11.4 gigabits per second and 3,840 graphic cores

running at 1.6 gigahertz. 

Sierra Wireless Inc (SWIR) fell 1.5% to $26.10 after Canada-based data storage devices maker acquired

embedded module assets from Globaltop Technology for $3.2 million in cash.  The knowhow includes the

design of global navigation satellite systems. The stock is up 68.8% year to date.

The navigation engineering  unit  of  Globaltop generated  approximately $5.0 million in  product  revenue

during the last twelve months, and the business is approximately breakeven. 

Privately-run  wireless  infrastructure  firm  Phoenix  Tower  International  LLC  acquired 202  wireless

communication tower sites from Digicel Group Ltd in El Salvador.  Digicel based in Bermuda provides

Internet access, messaging, and voice services. Last year Phoenix purchased digital marketing rights to more

than 400 sites in the Dominican Republic.

Toshiba Corp (6502:JP) gained 0.56% or ¥1.2 to ¥216.0 after the electronic devices manufacturer once again

welcomed investments from Singapore-based Effissimo Capital Management Pte Ltd. The fund raised its

stake in Toshiba from 8.14% disclosed in March to current 9.84%, and it is now the biggest shareholder in

the Japanese conglomerate.

Stocks with controversial returns recently are Advanced Micro Devices Inc (AMD) up 19.2% to $13.52 year

to date, however Qualcomm Inc (QCOM) is down 13.6% to $56.32 over the same period. Both companies

are  in  transition  to  Internet-of-things  data  services,  meantime  losing  some  market  share  to  Intel  Corp

(INTC), but Qualcomm is fraught with patent litigation problems as well.

Intel is expected to report first-quarter 2017 earnings on Thursday, April 27 after market close. Qualcomm is

scheduled to report second-quarter 2017 financial results on Wednesday, April 19 after market close. Mind

that in February last year chipmaker Intel switched to solar installation at its Folsom, California carport



campus, and since then the company is perennial leader of the Environmental Protection Agency’s  green

power partnership list.

At peak production, the installation can cover about half of the campus’ electricity needs. Indeed Intel’s total

on-site generation capacity is now about 8.7 megawatts, among the top 10 in the United States.

Currency Hedging: Wisdom Tree Europe Hedged Equity (HEDJ) is up 24.5% to $63.05 in twelve months

on the belief that the U.S. dollar is going to appreciate over time in comparison to the euro. Indeed bailout

expectations in Greece are impacting the European common currency just as the weak banking sector in

Italy and economic policy protests in Portugal and Spain. 

This fund is only 0.37% invested in British holdings and so in practice rounding off BREXIT worries and

business loss ahead of proposed Scotland’s independence referendum.

Meanwhile trade relations are stronger in Germany and the Netherlands, while France is stepping up to its

most unpredictable presidential elections on April 23. Dutch people most recently voted against extremism

and anti-immigration, electing their centre-right, freedom and democracy party by some margin.

Federal election in Germany will be held on September 24. Two months ago the country’s former foreign

minister and presently social democrat was elected president by a parliamentary assembly. The nation’s top

nominee was previously in coalition with federal chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian democrats.


