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Stocks to Watch: Actelion Ltd (ATLN.VX) gained 0.26% to 269.70 Swiss francs after the European drug

company said 2016 revenue jumped 18% to 2.41 billion Swiss francs from a year ago or 15% in constant

euro currency. Actelion agreed earlier this year to merge with Johnson & Johnson (JNJ) in a $30 billion deal

that will create a new research and development company to be overseen by Actelion’s chief executive.

Acacia Mining Plc (ACA:LN) rallied 6.30% to 485.70 pence after the gold miner will merge with Africa-

focused producer Endeavour Mining Corp to target combined value of about $4 billion. Leading the sector is

Randgold Resources Ltd (GOLD), the largest gold producer listed in London with market value of $8.64

billion.

Cisco Systems Inc (CSCO) advanced 46 cents to $31.97 ahead of the technology giant’s second-quarter

financial results to be released before market open on Wednesday, February 15. Growth from the $1.4 billion

acquisition of Jasper Technologies Inc has boosted Cisco’s Internet-of-things segment worldwide including

video conferencing services. 

Credit Suisse Group AG (CS) rallied 2.43% or 36 cents to $15.17 in pre-market trading after the bank

reported fourth-quarter net loss of 2.3 billion Swiss francs or $2.3 billion, reflecting the impact of its $5.3

billion mortgage-securities fine from the Department of Justice. Traders will focus on the bank’s pre-tax

profit amid solid investment decisions. Credit Suisse intends to cut between 5,500 and 6,500 jobs in 2017.

Heartland Financial USA Inc (HTLF) added 40 cents to $46.15 after the regional bank and brokerage will

acquire  Colorado-focused Citywide Banks to  create  a  $2.3 billion bank and boost  online  services.  The

transaction is valued at $203 million, amounting to new assets of $9.8 billion from 124 full-service banking

locations operating across 12 states.

Exchange-traded funds (ETFs) invested in HTLF include Barrons 400 (BFOR), First Trust NASDAQ ABA

Community Bank Index (QABA), Guggenheim Raymond James SB 1 Equity (RYJ), PowerShares DWA

SmallCap Momentum (DWAS), and PowerShares Dynamic Market (PWC). 

First  Community Financial  Partners Inc (FCFP) added 10 cents to  $12.90 after  the Illinois-based loans

provider agreed to merge with First Busey Corp (BUSE). The deal is estimated at $235.8 million and will

close by mid-2017. Both banks posted increased full-year sales and profits. First Busey’s shares gained 26

cents to $30.16 on the news; the company last year acquired Pulaski Financial Corp for $211 million.

Glencore Plc (GLNCY) rallied 3.13% or 25 cents to $8.24 after  the energy and commodities producer

agreed to pay $534 million in cash to acquire stakes in two African copper projects held by a longtime

Israeli  business partner.  Glencore’s stock slumped with commodity prices in 2015 when investors grew

worried about the company’s massive debt load.

Verizon Communications Inc (VZ) eased 43 cents to $48.55 after the telecom giant brought back unlimited

data plans on 4G networks to individual and corporate clients internationally. Meanwhile rival AT&T Inc (T)

dropped 73 cents to $40.65 after unlimited data plans were offered to customers who would sign up for the

DirecTV service. 

Verizon’s data package costs $80 a month and $180 for four separate smart-phone lines. Sprint Corp (S) and

T-Mobile US Inc (TMUS) are also pushing their data stakes into the sector. The telecoms’ shares plunged

2.39% to $60.90 and 1.34% to $8.84 on Monday respectively – yet year-to-date returns are positive.



Advisers keep an eye on big mergers coming this year from drug developer Acadia Pharmaceuticals Inc

(ACAD), specialty retailer Barnes & Noble Inc (BKS), and Internet-related services and devices provider

Netflix Inc (NFLX).

Among best dividend-paying stocks are AbbVie Inc (ABBV), Chevron Corp (CVX), Ford Motor Co (F),

General Motors Co (GM), International Paper Co (IP), Merck & Co Inc (MRK) and Pfizer Inc (PFE), and

Wells Fargo & Co (WFC).

 


