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Market Outlook: The dollar rose to new highs against major world currencies in favorable dollar-to-yen

surge amid deflationary Japanese consumption, up 16% in less than two weeks. On Wall Street investor eyes

are mostly kept on the retail industry’s outcome from American holiday shopping, while adjusting to new

U.S.  Presidential  cabinet  underway.  Looking  ahead,  the  topmost  promising  investment  sectors  are  real

estate, insurance, exchange-traded funds, and emerging markets. 

Strength  in  the  job  market  is  yet  to  be  tested  in  terms  of  worker  salary  increases  and  given  that

manufacturing  and  production  growth  already  slowed.  General  Motors  Co  (GM)  for  instance  will

temporarily  shut  down  five  plants  in  January,  and  cut  nearly  1,300  jobs  at  a  Detroit  assembly  plant

beginning in March. Fiat Chrysler Automobiles NV (FCAU) trims production in two Canadian plants. 

“About 5.6 million manufacturing jobs were lost between 2000 and 2010, 85% of them were because of

innovation and automation, not trade,” Investing Daily wrote.

To coin money, President-elect Donald Trump is preparing to combat cheap exports from China, and firstly

planning to elevate the international status of Taiwan. Trade relationships between U.S. and China accounted

for $627 billion in 2015, as U.S. had $337 billion trade deficit with China. 

Stocks to Watch: Agilent Technologies Inc (A) dropped 0.11% to $46.16 after the medical laboratories and

research provider signed agreement to acquire Belgium-based molecular diagnostics firm Multiplicom NV

for 68 million euro in cash. The European company develops assays in breast cancer, cardiology, cystic

fibrosis, and certain genetic disorders. The deal will be completed by mid-January 2017.

Amazon.com Inc  (AMZN) dropped  0.49% or  $3.78  to  $767.50 after  the  online  retailer  confirmed  the

upcoming addition of more than 1,000 full-time jobs in Chicago, Illinois. After building two commerce

centers the company expects to benefit from strategic sea and lake location to ship goods faster. 

 Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce (CM:CN) rose 0.32% to C$111.94 after the bank raised quarterly

dividend to   92.49 cents a share, to be paid on January 27, 2017. The new annual payout is $3.70 at 4.43%

yield. In Toronto the stock gained 26.95% over the past year, including latest 52-week range of C$82.19 to

C$112.35.

Microsoft Corp (MSFT) fell 0.13% to $63.46 after the technology conglomerate was awarded $927 million

Department  of  Defense  contract,  aimed  to  support  the  information  agency’s  systems.  In  October  the

company expanded the cloud-based Level 5 controls into government services, and the additions to South

West and South Central Azure government regions will go live in 2017.

The MSCI Greece ETF (GREK) outperformed other exchange-traded funds in mid-November, and the fund

gained 3.29% to $7.81 in the past five days. Components showing relative strength include shares of Aegean

Marine Petroleum Network Inc (ANW) and petroleum shipping firm Dorian LPG Ltd (LPG).

Vanguard S&P 500 ETF (VOO) gained 0.75% to $209.01 over the past two weeks feeding into new stock

market optimism among investors. Likewise SPDR S&P 500 ETF has risen 5.65% to $226.20 since political

elections  in  November  2016  for  a  fresh  breath  in  main  sectors  like  energy,  financials,  and

telecommunications. 


