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Market Update: Studies estimate that a minimum wage hike could push up the wages for up to 35 million

workers or 29.4% of the workforce in the United States.

Although technology, mining and energy companies continued to lay off workers, the U.S economy added

287,000 jobs during the month of June, the biggest addition since October 2015.

Job gains came from leisure and hospitality, education and health services, and financial activities segments.

Factories also increased payrolls by 14,000 employees following the loss of 16,000 in May.

Central  Valley Community Bancorp  Co (CVCY) jumped 32.2% to $14.75 in  the past  year  on positive

earnings growth for the Californian banker and approved application to acquire Sierra Vista Bank.  

U.S. Steel Corp (X) rose 26.80% to $24.27 in the past year after prices of basic metals stabilized as well as

mining production. The company plans to sell 17 million shares in a public offering. It is the nation’s leading

producer of alloy but last year the stock lost 70%. 

Meanwhile South African iron ore producer Kumba Iron Ore Ltd (KIROY) has appreciated in value to $3.45

billion this year.

Stocks to Watch: Alphabet Inc (GOOG) gained 0.32% or $2.50 to $784.26 after investors said the Internet

data and search engine should begin paying dividends. The company constantly updating its reach to acting

technologies has even invested in electric self-driven cars. And now off to enable food ordering through

populated search usage in India, following strong second-quarter earnings results. 

A “place an order” option will  show when searching for nearby restaurants  including Alphabet’s cloud

marketplace. Users can additionally book reservations at partner restaurants through links within “search.”

The company revealed the program Monday and notes more partners and features are to come. 

Revenues in the second quarter surged 21% on the year to $21.5 billion on growth in video and advertising.

Net income was $5.9 billion on a non-GAAP basis or earnings of $7.00 per diluted share compared to $4.83

billion and $6.99 per diluted share a year ago. Besides information and mobile data expansion, the company

is focused on machine learning, content, virtual reality and cloud analytics.

For the Olympic Games in Brazil most recently Google included 1.3 billion real-time bus transit and bike

route features specific to Rio de Janeiro. At both indoor and outdoor data points, construction and road

information was added to residential and business connections including a golf course. 

Arris International Plc (ARRS) provides media entertainment and data communications solutions in the U.S.

and internationally.  The company is  seen reporting  a  9.1% hike in  current  year  earnings.  The stock is

discounted 10.82% to $27.11 year to date.

Microsoft Corp (MSFT) has seen its dividend yield descent while growing the business to include Skype

program in 2011 and more start-ups. Yet shares have surged an impressive 28% to $58.20 over the past year

outpacing the Nasdaq and S&P 500, and low-risk option strategies maintaining the access door to equated

company valuation.

The company’s acquisition of online professional network LinkedIn Corp (LNKD) is noting to sustainable

growth, especially in the segments of “hiring solutions” and “sales navigation.” The Seattle-based company



also rolled out the Xbox One S or mid-line refresh of the videogame console rampant, which will sell as its

high-end model into next year. 

Microsoft and IBM Corp (IBM) as well launched block-chain-as-service on their respective cloud networks.

The service is  far  from medium of  business  mainstream, and it  will  take time for  a  widely acceptable

industry  standard  to  emerge.  Presently  developers  through  a  peer-to-peer  platform  create  block-chain

applications on the cloud, recording transactions that are not erasable on a distributed ledger. 

Previously Microsoft had launched the enterprise-grade cloud computing system  Azure in November last

year.

Sony Corp (SNE) surged 20.1% to $32.85 on the year after  businesses were singled out in electronics

equipment as well as gaming, media and entertainment sectors. The company has been said for months to be

planning PlayStation 4.5 or PlayStation Neo gaming consoles that could have power to 4-K content and

perhaps virtual reality. The stock lost 56.3% to $27.15 yearly as of August 10, 2015.

The Walt Disney Co (DIS) in the meantime backed out of gaming or cancelling its Infinity game series in

the process after revenues in the segment sank 8% in the second quarter. In a similar move the company

closed in 2013 Epic Mickey developer Junction Point and the legendary LucasArts studio.  Disney is still

having a toehold in gaming through licenses. 

The latest two in-house films reportedly came in May and June: Alice and Finding Dory. 

Disney posted strong third-quarter  earnings.  Net  income jumped 4.6% to $2.6 billion or  $1.59 a  share

compared with $2.48 billion or $1.45 a share a year ago. Revenue rose 9% to $14.28 billion on the year.

Healthcare: ANI Pharmaceuticals Inc (ANIP), the provider of branded and generic medicines in the U.S., is

seen posting a 3% hike in current year earnings. The stock gained 55.09% to $68.35 year to date. 

BioTelemetry  Inc  (BEAT)  provides  cardiac  monitoring,  cardiac  monitoring  device  manufacturing,  and

centralized cardiac core laboratory services. The company is expected to report revised 7.3% higher earnings

this year. The stock jumped 86.72% to $20.95 year to date.

Inovio Pharmaceuticals Inc (INO) develops deoxyribonucleic acid immune-system therapies and vaccines

focused on treating and preventing cancer and infectious diseases. A portion of 6.45% of Inovio’s market

valuation is held by exchange-traded funds. The stock rose about 40% to $8.94 year to date.

Also  topping  the  charts  were  Alder  Biopharmaceuticals  Inc  (ALDR),  Array  BioPharma  Inc  (ARRY),

Neurocrine Biosciences Inc (NBIX), Progenics Pharmaceuticals Inc (PGNX), Prothena Corp Plc (PRTA),

Retrophin Inc (RTRX), Synergy Pharmaceuticals Inc (SGYP), Vanda Pharmaceuticals Inc (VNDA), and

Xencor Inc (XNCR).  

Infrastructure: Cities and states sold only $140 billion in new project bonds in 2015, the lowest level in the

past two decades. And that is one reason policymakers keep saying the government should spend more

money on infrastructure in light of low debt rates on U.S. Treasuries and municipal bonds.

Among companies on route to higher-standard infrastructure,  and stocks to watch through year-end are

midstream  energy  firm  Antero  Midstream  Partners  LP  (AM),  provider  of  wood  material  and  power

generators Enviva Partners LP (EVA), oil  and gas producer EOG Resources Inc (EOG), and integrated

energy provider Gulfport Energy Corp (GPOR). 



BHP Billiton Plc (BBL) based in  Australia and U.K. is  betting fortunes more on copper  and oil  fields

shifting away from expensive mergers and acquisitions. In June half-year earnings a bulky charge from

clean-up work at an iron ore mine in Brazil will be reported, in the company’s August 16 release.

Worth following are stocks of companies involved in producing electric vehicles i.e. powered by internal

batteries.  For instance lithium stocks  jumped 200% or more this  year,  and the soft  metal  is  a  massive

component in all batteries. Oroplata Resources Inc (ORRP) based in the Dominican Republic rose 208% to

$1.14 year to date; the company operates mineral properties internationally.

Tesla Motors Inc (TSLA) was founded in 2003 and since that time the company has shipped over 125,000

cars worldwide. The stock gained 0.70% to $225 year to date.

Digital Technology: Stocks to watch are Chinese online games designer Changyou.Com Ltd (CYOU) and

digital marketing provider Criteo SA (CRTO), each trended upward in the past six months.


