
August 4, 2016

The  United  Nations  (UN),  today’s  acting  intergovernmental  organization  promoting  international

cooperation since October 1945 is ancestor of the League of Nations that had been established by the Paris

Peace Conference in Europe following the deaths of many people during the First World War. 

UN becoming more advanced both economically and socially incorporated in June 1964 the so-called G-7

summit or a group of the wealthiest developed nations, plus the European Union, that created the basis for

permanent institutional structures. The coalition quickly expanded although eight countries decided to leave

for different economic interests and enhanced joint negotiating capacity.

Exiting certain economic structures were Cyprus,  Malta,  Mexico,  New Zealand, Palau,  Romania,  South

Korea, and former Yugoslavia. Palau for instance joined a newer group, the Alliance of Small Island States

(AOSIS) seeking to  address  global  warming alongside environment  voices  of  Small  Island Developing

States (SIDS) or so-called low-lying coastal countries. 

Even more important institutional changes may be expected today globally given so many representatives

and mediators between governments’ monetary units, central banks, parliament reps, and municipal leaders.

Technology-driven systems already fast-tracked the paths to calculation, data sharing, market estimation,

electronic polls, and cyber protection. At the very minimum rules of storing confidential data are being

reorganized. 

Since September 2000

Further  to global  peace is  the International  Commission on Intervention and State  Sovereignty (ICISS)

established in September 2000, and refugee organizations such as Sunrise USA and Islamic Relief USA.

ICISS is resolving a whole range of questions: legal, moral, operational and political and faithful to its

mission to consult with the widest possible range of opinion around the world. The institution was founded

by the UN General Assembly in response to the government of Canada’s official negotiation with respect to

humanitarian intervention and new consensus on how to approach common sense matters.

The commission approved the central  theme and responsibility of sovereign states to  protect their  own

citizens from avoidable “catastrophe” -  from mass  murder,  rape or starvation – but that  when they are

unwilling or unable to do so the same responsibility “must be borne by the broader community of states.”

Commissioners  have  brought  different  views  about  military  intervention  outside  the  scope  of  Security

Council approval.

National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) is a U.S. government organization established in August 2004

and the precursor unit Terrorist Threat Integration Center (TTIC) was founded in May 2003 by President

George  W.  Bush.  The  peace  responsibility  means  fighting  terror  to  preserve  national  and  international

security following the grave attacks in New York and Washington in September 11, 2001.

Starting in 2002, anti money laundering regulations became much larger burden for financial institutions and

enforcement  stepped  up  significantly.  Major  bank  HSBC  Holdings  Plc  (HSBC)  and  BNP Paribas  SA

(BNP:FP) got increased penalties from 2011 to 2015. Meanwhile, more countries like Australia introduced

central all-transaction reporting systems, going electronically of taxes and documentation. 

Regulations called for tighter border check-in controls and permits of carried travel cash. 



Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) found in 1989 by the G-7 countries is the unit

behind money traffic regulations aiming to stop narcotic drugs trafficking, international violent crime, and

corruption. Mexico for instance was somewhat late joining in 2013 and so lifted membership to thirty-six

countries.  The  FATF  Secretariat  is  housed  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Organization  for  Economic  Co-

operation and Development (OECD) in Paris, formally known as the Organization for European Economic

Co-operation (OEEC) from 1948 to 1961.

Smaller and non-profit organizations tend to operate with lower overhead costs and so more of donated

money can directly support the groups or individuals in need.

Knowledge Exchange

Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) provides medical treatment on the ground in southern Syria as

well  as  for  refugees  in  Turkey,  Lebanon,  and Jordan.  The  foundation  was  ranked as  “Silver-level”  on

GuideStar USA Inc’s non-profit support, and its 2013 annual report states that only one cent of every dollar

went to administrative costs. Approximately 2.6 million patients are treated in the region.

SAMS was established in 1998 as professional society for American physicians of Syrian descent, now

providing networking, educational, and cultural charity services.

Sunrise USA is a U.S.-based nonprofit established in 2011 to provide emergency-relief programs to Syrians,

both internally displaced and refugees abroad. The team delivers food, support education, establish trauma-

care facilities, and facilitate orphan sponsorships.

Islamic Relief USA is a larger nonprofit that’s very reputable. The group provides food, clothing, housing

necessities and medicine for refugees in neighboring countries that lack humanitarian aid. 

From its start in 2011, the Syrian conflict is now the largest humanitarian crisis in living memory. “More

than 250,000 people have been killed, more than 50% of Syrians now live in poverty, 4.8 million have

already fled abroad, and 7.6 million are internally displaced.”

The jihadist group Islamic State (IS) burst on to the international scene in 2014 when it seized large swathes

of territory in Syria and Iraq. It has become notorious or its brutality, including mass killings, abductions and

beheadings. The group’s violence though spread elsewhere in the Muslim world.

A US-led coalition has vowed to destroy Islamic State’s supporters. Ongoing terror schemes of large and

devastating proportions have completely decimated the state infrastructure in Syria where more children are

left without education, more than 100,000 are orphaned, and more than 150,000 were born as refugees.

Islamic State identified with more than 28,000 foreign fighters, nearly 5,000 Westerners and approximately

250 of them Americans.  Forces from Iraq and Syria counted between 20,000 and 32,000 fighters as of

February 2015, according to Director of National Intelligence (DCI) - the office was started in 1947 as part

of National Security Act, ancestor being Director of Central Intelligence (DCI). 

Noting to international peace, economic and social co-operation are also International Monetary Fund (IMF)

since December 1945, Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) last negotiated in Brussels,

Trans-Pacific  Trade  Partnership  yet  to  be  ratified,  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund  (UNICEF)  from

December  1946,  World  Bank  Group  (WBG)  from July  1944,  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO)  from

January 1995, and others. 



At the very minimum staff of increased technical, defense, and military competencies could be added at the

representing offices in member nations. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) since April 1949

have shifted themes of influence to recent diplomatic links with former Soviet Union and respective states,

in addition to members Albania, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Finland, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia.

More than seventy rescue agencies and organizations, humanitarian and global, are currently involved in

emergency and disaster management. Direct funding and training continues to be critical with respect to the

teams’ response, mitigation, preparedness, and recovery in addition to supporting staff to conduct business,

research and development in these areas.

Just this morning a cyclone wave swirled in Belize with maximum sustained winds of 80 mph, the U.S.

National Hurricane Center said. The powerful storm was expected to bring heavy rains to southern Mexico

through Saturday.  On Wednesday,  land storms raked the northern coast of Honduras,  and the navy still

looking for two missing from a lobster fishing boat in the Caribbean.

Professionals from the energy industry who lost their jobs could relocate and focus certain qualifications to

cope with disasters and manage rescue teams. Mind that in July the pace of layoffs announced in the U.S.

rose for a second-straight month in face of energy industry again shedding thousands of workers. Seasonally

adjusted weekly jobless claims are rising while June factory orders are seen dropping 1.7%.

In latest  criminal  news,  a  woman was killed and five people  injured by a  man armed with  a  knife  in

London's Russell Square. A 19-year-old man was arrested in last night's attacks. Police said mental health

was a factor but terror ties still being explored.

Police and armed soldiers in Brazil are safeguarding the populous city Rio de Janeiro on highways, streets

and suburbs  throughout  the  iconic  beach city,  two days  before  Friday’s  opening ceremony of  the  first

Olympic Games in South America. Grenades and tear gas was used to clear protesters in the path of the

games torch, and in fact security measures are more than double those in London during 2012.

Brazil will deter both violent street crime and the threat of attacks by extremists. Hotels are already crowded

with nationals from various countries hanging down prideful national flags.

Nobel Peace Awards

Name of organization Date of prize* Website address
American Friends Service Committee 1947 http://www.afsc.org
Amnesty International 1977 http://www.amnesty.org
European Union (EU) 2012 http://europa.eu
Friends Service Council 1947 http://www.fscnepal.org
Grameen Bank 2006 http://ww.grameen.com
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC)

2007 http://www.ipcc.ch

Institute of International Law 1904 http://www.ili.org
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 2005 https://www.iaea.org
International  Campaign  to  Ban  Landmines
(ICBL)

1997 http://www.icbl.org

International Committee of the Red Cross 1917, 1944, 1963 https://www.icrc.org
International Labor Organization (ILO) 1969 http://www.ilo.org
International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War

1985 http://www.ippnw.org

League of Red Cross Societies 1963 n/a

http://www.afsc.org/
http://www.ippnw.org/
http://www.ilo.org/
https://www.icrc.org/
http://www.icbl.org/
https://www.iaea.org/
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Médecins Sans Frontières 1999 http://www.msf.org
Nansen International Office for Refugees 1938 http://www.nanseninitiative.org/secret

ariat
National Dialogue Quartet 2015 n/a
Organization  for  Prohibition  of  Chemical
Weapons (OPCW)

2013 https://www.opcw.org

Permanent International Peace Bureau 1910 http://www.ipb.org
Pugwash Conferences on Science and World 
Affairs

1995 https://pugwash.org

United Nations (UN) 2001 http://www.un.org/en
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 1965 http://www.unicef.org
United Nations Peacekeeping Forces 1988 http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping
United Nations Refugee Agency (UCHCR) 1954, 1981 http://www.unhcr.org

*Data between 1901 and 2015

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

“All lives have equal value and we are impatient optimists working to reduce health problems, enhance

education, and avoid global warming,” founders wrote on http://www.gatesfoundation.org.  

Launched in  2000 the foundation is  focused on innovation,  provision of  research  scholarship grants  to

universities and non-profit members. The responsibility mission aims to (1) improve nutrition to reduce

child deaths, (2) invest in healthy mothers and babies, and (3) empower long-lasting benefits like adopting

new farming technologies or finding new jobs.

As of December 31, 2014 the foundation had endowments of $44.3 billion. The charity is controlled by Bill

Gates, wife Melinda Gates and investor Warren Buffett. The other trustees are chief executive officer Susan

Desmond-Hellmann and Co-Chair William H. Gates, Senior.

Food and Drugs Labeling

The Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) is part of the U.S. Food and Drugs Administration

(FDA)  making  sure  American  consumers  benefit  from having  access  to  the  safest  and  most  advanced

pharmaceutical system in the world. The center evaluates new drugs before they can be sold. Physicians and

scientists review proposed labeling and data from medical tests.

Any medication is firstly tested in animal labs to discover how the drug works, and whether it is likely to be

safe and treat well in humans. The FDA next begins a series of tests in people to determine whether the drug

is  safe when used to  treat  a  disease and whether  it  provides  a  tangible  health  benefit  or  scaled relief.

Compliance of medical devices is also explored. 

FDA regulates the safety of substances  added to food and how most  food is  processed,  packaged,  and

labeled,  also  regulating  dietary  ingredients.  The  agency can  reduce  the  risk  of  malicious,  criminal,  or

terrorist  actions  on  the  food  supply.  Worldwide  more  than  forty  well-known  food  organizations  are

overseeing global agriculture and food safety including publications, marketing, and tourism. In China alone

credit departments of 282 farming associations were registered.

In 2011 farming associations gathered in Rome, Italy, such as Australian International Food Security Center

(AIFSC),  Barilla  Center  for  Food  and  Nutrition  (BCFN),  Earth  University,  Farm  Labor  Organizing

Committee (FLOC), Feeding the 5000, Food and Water Watch, Growing Power Inc, Institute for Agriculture
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and Trade Policy (IATP), the Savory Institute, Slow Food International, Soil Association, World Vegetable

Center, and others.

Pressure on Banks

Federal  Reserve  this  week  fined  the  Goldman  Sachs  Group  Inc  (GS)  $36  million  of  document  leaks

escalating from a 2014 incident in which a banker, not effectively supervised by management, received data

from a New York Fed employee. The bank might have used the information to “solicit business” and so both

sides pleaded guilty. This is a separate federal board in Washington penalizing Goldman after settlements

with New York Fed in previous years of how the bank should have sufficient policies and employee training

to prevent fraud. 

“In 2015, the Fed chose to bar six bankers from the industry, twice the number in 2014,” according to media

reports. “The year before that, the Fed did not take any such actions.”

Early in 2016 Deutsche Bank SA (DB) faced a U.S. lawsuit holding the German bank liable for causing $3.1

billion of investor losses by failing to properly monitor ten trusts backed by jumble residential mortgages or

“bad loans” which could have been repurchased by the defendant. The court and plaintiff -Belgium’s Royal

Park Investments SA/NV recognized losses on bond and mortgage underwritings and securities at Royal

Part and from the sector overall.


