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Market Update: In a revival sign for technology-related stocks, international indices hosting major tech-
weighed companies advanced on Tuesday, after the Nasdaq 100 closed up 0.39% or 17 points to 4370 on 
Monday and in Toronto the S&P/TSX gained 0.74% or 102.26 to 13,919.58. 

The MSCI AC Asia Pacific index gained 0.39% or 49 points to 126.13, the Hang Seng logged up 0.11% or 
21.40 to 19,830.43 Tuesday afternoon in Hong Kong, and other indexes slumped following the release of 
unfavorable economic sentiment data in Japan.   

In only good news, convenience store sales in Japan recorded a rise of 0.90% in April on annual basis, after 
posting a drop of 0.10% in March. The country’s increased trade surplus, lower manufacturing, and 
hurting sales of department stores continue to worry investors. 

Likewise in the U.S. industries dumped in the red over the long haul, on the one hand, could mean that 
consumers’ demand for products and services consistently reached a precisely calculated point of 
saturation. And, therefore further purchases and deployment of medical, manufacturing, and other services 
might well be carried out via the stock market payouts attributable to shareholders.  

The process of betting on corporations’ future continues to play the important function of U.S. economy 
status, while currency devaluation and imposing negative bank interest rates is not likely. Imperative 
circumstances in Japan led the nation to negative rates since January 2016. 

On the other hand, larger emerging countries are reshuffling the demand and distribution of goods and 
services. As a result, wealth is shifting to a different ranking of the topmost and richest cities in the world, 
and over the next decade the new topmost cities could be Doha in Kuwait, Bergen and Trondheim in 
Norway, Asan in South Korea, Rhein-Ruhr in Germany, and Macau in China, according to an EU website.  

It remains to be judged whether majority of countries and companies shrink the reach of possible extended 
operations in today’s globalized risk-reward subjective outcomes. For one, telecom and broadband 
provider Sprint Corp (S) cancelled two-year contracts of new devices and subscriptions nearly three 
months after brining the deal back. The stock is down 1.38% to $3.57 since the beginning of the year. 

In tourist destinations, the Koh Tachai Island of Thailand closed its coral reefs and beach area to tourist 
access until not defined date. Thai authorities aim to preserve the ecosystem, which belongs to an 
important national park, namely Similan. Other Thai islands and sea parks will stay closed until October 
15 in view of the rainy monsoon. Although the Koh Tachai is most suitable for about seventy guests, the 
beach has often times hosted boats of up to 1000 tourists.  

Stocks to Watch: Expedia Inc (EXPE) gained 6.33% to $113.17 on the month to May 24 and since the 
travel services agency confirmed investments in exchange-traded funds and its participation in strategic 
industry conferences. 

Funds invested in Expedia include: First Trust Dow Jones Internet Index (FDN), First Trust Nasdaq 100 
Ex-Technology Sector IndexSM (QQXT), PowerShares DWA Consumer Cyclicals Momentum Portfolio 
(PEZ), PowerShares Nasdaq Internet Portfolio (PNQI), and PowerShares Russell Midcap Pure Growth 
Portfolio (PXMG) as of May 11. 



Expedia will participate in 1) Bank of America Corp (BAC) Global Technology Conference in San 
Francisco, California on Wednesday, June 1 and 2) Goldman Sachs Group Inc (GS) Lodging, Gaming, 
Restaurant and Leisure Conference in New York City on Monday, June 6.  

The Priceline Group Inc (PCLN) dropped 5.89% to $1257 on the month to May 24 and since the travel 
services agency pointed out the seasonality of its booking operations. The company’s 17.5% profit growth 
year-over-year and 21% increase in revenues are compared to lower guidance in advance. Special events 
and holidays add to gross profits at a later stage than Wall Street commonly expects. 

Year to date, tech-related funds performed in a mixed bag of holdings.  

The First Trust Dow Jones Internet (FDN) dropped 4.07% to $71.57, First Trust Nasdaq-100-Tech 
Sector (QTEC) gained 1.20% to $43.16, First Trust Technology AlphaDEX (FXL) down 2.17% to $32.53, 
and Guggenheim S&P 500 Equity Weight Technology (RYT) advanced 1.46% to $93.63.  

The iShares North American Tech (IGM) inched up 0.11% to $110.85, iShares North American Tech-
Multimd Ntwk (IGN) down 3.80% to $35.67,  iShares North American Tech-Software (IGV) gained 1.44% 
to $105.31, iShares PHLX Semiconductor (SOXX) jumped 3.48% to $92.97, and iShares US Technology 
(IYW) fell 1.34% to $106.07.  

The PowerShares DWA Technology Momentum (PTF) lost 7.18% to $36.87, PowerShares Dynamic 
Networking (PXQ) fell 3.24% to $33.32, Technology Select Sector SPDR (XLK) jumped 1.45% to $43.45, 
VanEck Vectors Semiconductor (SMH) up 4.77% to $55.76, and Vanguard Information Technology 
(VGT) lost 0.16% to $108.15.  

So in their capacity of investors, the younger generation can widen the reach to more portfolio companies 
within the legitimate structures of index, exchange-traded, and other types of funds.  

Simultaneously, millennial are more focused than ever on technical and corporate quality assurance, facing 
the challenge to monitor industries, such as utilities infrastructure, the construction of aircraft, defense 
technologies, and medical research.  

Looking out into this season, shipping companies benefit in places of favorable weather conditions and 
from moderate utilization of materials and cargo. The Shippers Conditions Index improved for the fourth 
month in a row, as of February 2016, future regulatory and critical situation is difficult to predict. 

International trade experts are doubtful in their opinion about the upcoming U.S. Congress vote on the 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement. A duty-free trade report was signed on May 18 by President 
Barak Obama with Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam.  

Opponents say that without the TTP, the country may be better off protecting its domestic levels of 
manufacturing output, agriculture and services activity.  

 

 

 


