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Market Update:  The iShares China Large-Cap Fund (FXI) jumped +1.88% or 61 cents to $33.03 after

economic data showed the manufacturing sector in China remained intact in March, up to 52.2 from 51.2 in

February. The exchange-traded fund has gained +1.69% to $32.40 on the month. Among its top holdings are

telecoms, insurers, industrial and petrochemical companies.

Company News: Amazon.com Inc (AMZN) is the largest component in the consumer discretionary ETF,

weighing about 9.85%. The stock has underperformed so far in 2016, yet +27% above its February 9 low of

$474.00. The retailer began selling food products, in addition to its e-pay services and ongoing investments

in Wi-Fi routers and cloud-based technologies that connect clients and dealers to its e-commerce offerings.

The stock is up +5.56% to $591.43, near its 52-week high now.

Verizon Communications Inc (VZ) has slightly fell -0.88% to $52 on the month since the media provider

invested in AwesomenessTV, a digital content company. The two streaming video partners will cater short-

form  content,  shifting  public  access  programs  into  premium  per-subscription  shows,  scripted  as  well.

DreamWorks Animation SKG Inc (DWA) first acquired AwesomenessTV in May 2013 for $33 million in

cash. Today about 80% of content is broadcast on mobile devices.

Twitter Inc (TWTR) now attempts to compete with Verizon on very strong growth in China and its recent

deal with the U.S. National Football League to broadcast games during the 2016 season. Similar growth in

Asia has come from Weibo Corp (WB), a subsidiary of SINA Corp (SINA). The social media company

posted a 43% increase in fiscal 2015 revenue to $477.59 million. Weibo’s net income jumped to $34.72

million or 16 cents a share from a loss of -$117.63 or -59 cents a share a year before.

Yahoo! Inc (YHOO) is reaching its 52-week high although the media favorite said that revenue in 2016

would drop close to 15% and earnings could decline by more than 20%. The company also expects to have

about 9,000 employees, down from 10,500 in 2015 and 12,500 in 2014. The stock is up +9.84% to $36.17

on  the  month.  Yahoo is  betting  on  its  strengths  in  news,  sports,  finance  and  lifestyle  while  exploring

strategies such as an acquisition of Time Inc (TIME).

Visa Inc (V) is up +9.86% to $77.58 on the month although shareholders have not put pressure on the credit

card company to increase its dividend. Visa is among the newest members of the Dow Jones since its 2008

IPO, and paying at a 0.8% dividend yield, or 20% of its earnings. Peers are American Express Co (AXP),

Apple Pay (AAPL), Discover Financial Services (DFS), Global Payments Inc (GPN), Heartland Payment

Systems Inc (HPY), MasterCard Inc (MA), and Total System Services Inc (TSS) among others.

Recent Gainers:

Company name Ticker Market cap* Share price* YTD %*
3D Systems Corp DDD $1.79 billion $16.02 84.35%
Amplify Snack Brands Inc BETR $1.03 billion $14.74 27.95%
Berkshire Hathaway Inc BRK-B $346.93 billion $140.81 6.64%
Century Aluminum Co CENX $557.06 million $6.40 44.80%
CurrencyShares Euro ETF FXE n/a $111.11 4.44%
Emerge Energy Services LP EMES $113.13 million $4.69 1.30%
Goldcorp Inc GG $13.58 billion $16.36 41.52%
Intuitive Surgical Inc ISRG $23.16 billion $614.78 12.56%
iShares 20+ Year Treasury Bond TLT n/a $132.85 10.18%
iShares Global Consumer Staples KXI n/a $97.01 4.29%



Kimberly-Clark Corp KMB $49.29 billion $136.65 7.34%
KLX Inc KLXI n/a $31.57 2.53%
ProShares Ultra S&P 500 SSO n/a $62.74 -0.41%
Rainier Mid Cap Equity Original RIMMX n/a $42.66 -4.55%
Sara Lee Corp TSN acquired n/a 27.21%
Smith & Wesson Holding Corp SWHC $1.31 billion $23.69 7.78%
Union Pacific Corp UNP $66.02 billion $78.00 -0.26%
United Technologies Corp UTX $84.42 billion $100.89 5.02%

*Data through April 7, 2016

S&P 500 Value: 2,041.91 -0.10%

Facts: Greater China is one of Apple Inc’s main engines of growth. India, the third largest smart phone

market in  the world,  is  shaping up to be the company's  new expansion arena.  In the fiscal year  ended

September 2015 India barely accounted for 0.5% of AAPL’s total annual revenue, but this is seen changing

as more people gain from raised incomes within the next five to ten years.

Canada’s  fourth-quarter  gross  domestic  product  (GDP)  grew  at  an  annualized  pace  of  0.8%,  beating

forecasts. The first phase of the country’s stimulus package came in at  C$11.9 billion. The economy is

operating “at full capacity” with GDP growth of 0.6% month over month, spurred by manufacturing, retail,

and  resource  sectors  but  derailed  by  wholesale  trade.  Exports  surged  on  a  lower  Canadian  dollar.

Manufacturing output has jumped for three consecutive months and is now up 2.6% on the year. 

Pakistan lost 70 people in the Lahore area on Easter this year. The sense of “togetherness” has been lost

among citizens in different geographies within the country, according to the nation’s local report, quoting on

the importance to root out the militant groups from society. Although Pakistan is not a wealthy country, it is

well-known for giving to charity; some Rs200 billion is donated annually – making up around 4% to 5% of

GDP. 


