
The iShares Nasdaq Biotech Index ETF (IBB) gained +31.20% to $398 from January through July 
20.  Some holdings include Gilead Sciences Inc (GILD) and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc 
(REGN). 

Gilead Sciences develops medicines, is mainly focused on the human immuno-deficiency virus, liver 
diseases such as hepatitis, oncology and inflammation, cardiovascular and respiratory conditions. 
The biopharmaceutical company was founded in 1987 and is headquartered in Foster City, 
California. Shares jumped +25.40% to $118.20 to date for a market cap of $173.8 billion.  

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals markets pills and injections for the treatment of muscular 
degeneration, in addition to medicines for eye diseases, colorectal cancer, and hypercholesterolemia. 
The company based in Tarrytown, New York, has active research and development programs in 
many disease areas with that ophthalmology and inflammation. It was founded in January 1988. 
Shares climbed +36.79% to $561.17 to date placing its value at $57 billion.  

ARIAD Pharmaceuticals Inc (ARIA) shares are up +22.42% to $8.41 to date, compared with earlier 
two-month range of $9.89 to $4.90 per share. The therapeutic firm is currently valued at $1.6 
billion. It discovers small-molecule drugs for treatment of cancer. Founded in 1991, the company is 
based in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

PRA Health Sciences Inc (PRAH) is engaged in clinical trials in the areas of oncology, central 
nervous system, inflammation, and infectious diseases. PRA Health is subsidiary of KKR PRA 
Investors L.P. It was founded in 1976 and is headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina. Shares 
hyped up +63.87% to $39.69 to date boasting a solid $2.37 billion market value.  

In small-cap trading, Galena Biopharma Inc (GALE) hiked +14.57% to $1.73 for a market cap of 
$279.77 million. The company is engaged in advance cancer care as its drugs portfolio ranges from 
mid to late stage clinical assets. Galena was founded in 2006 and is headquartered in Portland, 
Oregon.  

Losing ground on the Nasdaq to date is Keryx Biopharmaceuticals Inc (KERX), down -33.07% to 
$9.47 to date. The company has an FDA approval for a kidney dialysis medicine Auryxia, covered 
by ten insurance companies under Medicare Part D. The drug is an oral, ferric iron-based 
compound used to control phosphate levels with the goal to lessen blood transfusions. Founded in 
1998, Kerys is based in New York. Following two-month peak of $18.48 per share, the stock is now 
placing the company’s value at $981.05 million. 

Exact Sciences Corporation (EXAS) is down -1.49% since January. The company valued at $2.4 
billion is a molecule diagnostics provider founded in 1995 and headquartered in Madison, 
Wisconsin. Most recently Exact Sciences sold seven million shares to underwriters Jefferies LLC 
and Robert W. Baird & Co. The financial services firms have an option to buy up to 1.05 million 
additional shares.  
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Part of net proceeds will fund marketing and expansion of the company’s non-invasive screening 
test, i.e. stool-based DNA that fights colorectal cancer. It can detect pre-cancerous lesions or 
polyps, and the technology is also used for inflammatory bowel disease. Exact Sciences collaborates 
with Genzyme Corp (GENZ) and MAYO Foundation for Medical Education and Research – to 
detect other gastrointestinal cancers, primarily esophageal and pancreatic cancer.  

On the New York Stock Exchange, Boston Scientific Corp (BSX) gained +34.04% to $17.88 to date 
for market cap of $24.1 billion. The company makes medical devices that can diagnose or treat 
heart problems as well as digestive, pulmonary, vascular, and urological conditions. The company 
based in Natick, Massachussettes, was founded in 1979. 

ImClone Systems LLC since November 2008 is subsidiary of Eli Lilly & Co (LLY). The company’s 
drug research targets genetic mechanisms involved in cancer. It is headquartered Bridgewater, 
New Jersey, and in New York City; and with international operations in Europe. ImClone has 
monoclonal antibodies in various states of clinical development.  

ImClone works with private company Zymeworks Inc, known for its ZymeCAD for alternative 
protein theraphy, to develop bi-specific antibody oncology therapeutics. 

Adeptus Health Inc (ADPT) owns and operates a network of independent emergency rooms in the 
U.S. As of December 31, 2014, it operated 55 facilities located in the Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, 
Austin, Colorado Springs, Denver, and Phoenix. The company was founded in 2002 and is based in 
Lewisville, Texas. The stock is now losing some of earlier two-month highs, and is up +137.30% to 
$88.25 to date.  

Opko Health Inc (OPK) develops diagnostics tests and vaccines. Products include 4Kscore test that 
measures the blood plasma levels of four different prostate-derived proteins. A leading medicine is 
Alpharen that treats hyperphosphatemia in stage-five patients on chronic hemodialysis. Other 
drugs treat kidney diseases, hormone deficiency, bleeding episodes in hemophilia, asthma. Founded 
in 1991, the company is headquartered in Miami, Florida, valued at $7.5 billion. The stock has 
jumped +63.86% to $16.37 this year. 

Other Bio-tech ETFs 

Biotech HOLDRS ETF (BBH), also known as Market Vectors Biotech ETF, has assets worth 
$801.84 million. The fund’s managers are Merrill Lynch, Pierce, and Fenner & Smith HOLDRS. 
The fund is focused on healthcare stocks and gained +24.52% to $143.67 to date. 

First Trust NYSE Arca Biotech ETF (FBT) is up +27.37% to $129.94 to date with $3.60 billion in 
assets of management. The fund yields 0.13% and its holdings would turn over at 58% rate. 
CEPHEID (CPHD) and Quintiles Transnational Holding (Q) are among top holdings. The fund’s 
managers are First Trust Advisors L.P.  
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Global Biotech Portfolio ETF (PBTQ) last traded within two-month range of $27.26 to $20.79. 
The fund’s annual expense ratio is 0.75%, and manager is Invesco PowerShares.  

Powershares Dynamic Biotechnology & Genome ETF (PBE) gained +22.65% to $61.57 to date 
thanks to its portfolio of well-performing biotechnology companies. The fund manages $559.55 
million via State Street Global Markets LLC. It is yielding 0.28% at an expense ratio of 0.57%. The 
fund manages assets worth 559.55 million.  

SPDR S&P Biotech ETF (XBI) jumped +42.85% to $266.35 to date thanks to manager State Street 
Global Markets LLC. The fund has $2.71 billion of assets yielding 0.69%. The turnover rate is 
higher than average 0.89% and the annual expense ratio is 0.35%.  

The biotechnology sector outpaced other industries in the U.S. looking to repeat in 2016 / 2017 as 
well. Market Vectors is 7.87% invested in Biogen Idec Inc (BIIB) and 4.44% in Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals Inc (VRTX). Powershares Dynamic has positions in Epizyme Inc (EPZM) 1.15%, 
BioCryst Pharmaceuticals Inc (BCRX) 1.10%, Prothena Corp PLC (PRTA.IR) 1.09%, Ultragenyx 
Pharmaceutical Inc (RARE) 1.08%, MiMedx Group Inc (MDXG) 1.06%, and Chimerix Inc 
(CMRX) 1.06%.  
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